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On Smgapw

WASHINGTON — Isn’t all Unfo:mnatuly, ‘getting . caught
 this moralizing about the Cen-, is one of the risks of the
‘ral Intelligence Agency: affalr’ espionuge trade, and nobody
!m Singapore unbecoming the -is goiug to give facts and
sconduct of a sophisticated na-~ ; figures to prove that the ratio
tion crucially engaged in cold ; of faiures to. success is 1,000
land hot wars with Commumst o 1.
| enemies who proudly proclaim ;
{ that any meana—-however dlrty
i -—justify the end? -

"i Aside from the large quo-

\tient of hypocrisy, the moral-; ligence Agency is to Peﬂw ate’
iizing is. doubly insufferable | forcign intelligence networks
because ‘it appears - in great[ both in Commumst areas and'
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'lpart based - on insufficient in-! 5 particularly sensitive places A

[otmation as to what ClA. i IS/
'all .|bout

L,
- In a sense, Smgapone anes.-

in the world.™”.

- In 1960, Malaysm was just
beginning to be organized.

Pumng the 1 ecm'd @m’aw h
(CIA Smu'l

"n'mm

- ling an incident that took place

thster Lee Kuan Yew pxcked
.a highly satisfactory target in
this outburst against the CIAi
reven if he was suddenly reviv-!

Aive: vears ngo. For the CIA
‘carinot talk back.

. Judging by the spate of
Jeditorials across the land, and |
€indeed, around -the globé, the|*
\Singapore affair 'is being used
\as a take-off point for scolding
‘the CIA for all sorts of alleged -
7w R as acting  contrary
Lu 1he policy of the U.S. gov= 1
'ernment jeopardizing' relations
7;wnh a country in defiance of.
“the will of the U.S ambassador
-on the scene, 10 name ]ust @

few recent chargu.. ’ {

Buf, in fact, a )"caé;_pnably
cool look  ut
incident discloses that the CIA
.is guilty of -just one thing. it

-

L

s “guilty of -getting’caught, |-

the. Singapore |-,

There had been - considerable
penétration of thie Malay pen-
sula by Red -Chinese-agents
apnd Indonésian ng,ems (o fore-.
rhnner of Sukarno’s confronfa- -
tlon policy). "Asof ‘that dale,
the United States. knew very
little .about the cust of official -
[ chiaracters i Malaysia," Since™

rit was becoming 4 very senSI-‘

“tive area, the U.S. government’

—not the CTA— decided to’ :
intelligence- ;.

make a special -
gathering effort on the. Ma-:
layau peninsula.

It can be stated on author— ;

ty that the decision to -give:
.| priority, CIA's attention to the
Malayan area was discussed.
and approved by’ the Nationif" 'y
bucumy Councﬁl of that era,

Therefore: far from free-
_whvs«,hng,h the CIA agent who

mcd to p»nutmkc bmgapore L

,Jldea to send Gen. Wessi
:-éxile. It was the -decision of

-_d‘_ PO il i

Washington’ s Will but was im-
plementing U.S. government
pohc‘y .

Y P

WITH RLGARD to bmga-i
pore, even Prime Ministor Lee‘
(who was not “then interested-) 7

Jin usmg anti-U.S. tirades as a,

'steppmg stone io membership’

TO PUT the Smg.lpore af- din the Afgg_;.ésxan bloc) did:

: fair in perspective, one of the jnot_také,The atfair very.seri-
! mandates of the Central Intel- ‘ous'ly at the time and let the

arrested agent- out of jail after
a letter of apology from Deun
Rusk,

Hopefully, in hght of Lee's
flirtations  with thé” Communist! -
‘blog, some o(her American
‘agents. have succeeded - in pen-
efrating thc Smgapore intelli-
gence - net eved il the fu‘st u\t-
empr failed. C

Thgr«. wili p:obablv be an-
mh»r outcry at the jnvolvement
o \hé CIA in an attempt to!
- peesuade” the Dominican Re-
pubhcs mlhtary strongman.
Gen, Wessin y Wessin to leave
thig, country, especmﬂy sincé
the negotiations” involved a°
lceuam amdum ‘of cash (this
time thé CLA ottered to “ buy
the gendral’s house and some

e

-property at - rather - mﬂated
prices). con
*But it was ‘ot the CIA'

into

ithe U.S. government that the
sacrifice of Wessin y, Wessin
mxght enhance Dommlcan

elninat® an ~eneimy ol the
‘leftists and thus posclbh mducer
the ‘rebels to accept compro-
nuse. The CIA wis mcrel\i
duing” as Wushinglon urd\.red 4

I‘HL MYTH that the ciat P
“runs U.S. foreign pohuy over-l
Tooks the fact that it is account-'
able to the President and the
National Sécurity- Council-and ',
.is'closely and periodically re-;
viewed by the Foreign Intel-¢
tigence Advisory Board headcd“
by Clark Clifford. Other watch | !
dogs include the special con-.'
g,m.»,lon.xl committees and the !
: Budger Bureau. -

‘The myth of CiA msubm ;
d.mtmn should have died longy
a;,o fike, for iostance, during’
ihe” Bay of Pigs. For at that.
jime the CIA canceled an air:
4irike . against Castro's forces
ot President ;Kennedy's direc-§
nun’ even though the agency-)
wotally - and: urgently opposed”
rlm camcl]auou {

.»\nd as it turned out, the
‘CIAY loyalty ‘to Presidential §
orders helped to seal the doom
of the, Cuban brigade’s expe-
dition to the Bay of Pigy—a;
failure “that, r,urred an outcry 3
. at the C.IA
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